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Meeting Nights: 
 

    Remember Wednesday Night is lodge night.   

Buffet dinner starting at 5pm and meeting at 7pm.    

If you want to keep up with the events and activities of the lodge for the 

2026-2027 Elk year, this is great way to stay current.   

                                This is also a great way for your voice and ideas to be heard.   



Eugene Elks     BPOE #357 
 

www.elks.org   -  Secretary@elks357.org   

Lodge Office Hours (April to February):  Tuesday—Thursday 10am to 3pm 

Address: 2470 West 11th Ave.  Eugene, OR 97402 

 Mailing: PO Box 2475, Eugene, OR 97402 
 

Office Phone: 541-345-8416        Office Fax: 541-345-1379 

Bar Phone: 541-338-7848 

Facebook: Eugene Elks Lodge #357 
 

Officers:  2026  - 2027 

 

Exalted Ruler: Tricia Brandsness (Joey) 

Leading Knight: Barry Robinson 

Loyal Knight:  Kerry Oliver 

Lecturing Knight: Bill Wood (Cecil) 

Secretary: Beverly Stewart (Bob) 

Treasurer: Terry Brant (Ginny) 

Tiler: Floyd Bard (Jill) 

Esquire: Bill McMahon (Karen) 

Chaplin: Joey Brandsness (Tricia) 

Inner Guard: Sally Stice 

Organist: Donna Brant 

 Board of Trustees: 2026  - 2027 

 

Five Year: Jazzmen Manning 

Four Year: Bob Stewart (Bev) 

Three Year:  Vickie Parker (Shane) 

Two Year: Stephen McKinley (Diane) 

One Year: Diane McKinley (Stephen 

 

District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler: 

Ralph Dinnel  (541) 510-8690 

 

*We are hoping to have updated officers pictures 

soon.  

Page 2 | Elklet #357 | June 2026 

 

Newsletter Information: For submitting articles  

If you would like to write an article or post about an event for the newsletter, they need to be 

submitted by the FIRST Sunday of the month before.   When submitting the 

articles or event notices they must be in PDF or word document and should 

be submitted to the Lodge Secretary, Bev, at Secretary@Elks357.org.  If oth-

er formats are used it can cause issues inputting the article into the news-

letter.  This is due to the time it takes to put the Elklet together, have it re-

viewed by the editing team (which has not happened every month) and the 

time for the printer to print  it.  And finally to the post office for mailing.  

 



Lodge Treasurer  - Director of the Board—Terry Brant 
                          

     I will be out of the office for most of June, I hope everyone has a wonderful month 
and I will see you when I get back! 
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Esteemed Loyal Knight and Membership Chairman  
 

Can you believe 2026 is almost halfway over?  Have you booked your camping trips for this year?  
Are you enjoying the kids and grandkids on summer school break?  Are you ready for Football Season coming 
up?     
 Stop by the Eugene Elks Lodge for Tuesday Bingo, Wednesday Member dinner and meeting, Friday dinner and 
Saturday night Country Swing and Country Line Dancing. We look forward to seeing you. 

  
Please make sure to pay your Annual Dues if you haven’t yet. Thank you for the referrals and spon-
sors of new members. We will be having New Members join the Eugene Elks this month. 
 
 

Thank you, Kerry Oliver 
 
 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
 

Elks Care-Elks Share is the motto for all Elks lodges.  We show that by all the work and dedication we put into 

helping our local and national charities.  There are three main ingredients needed to continue doing this in our 

lodge, members, volunteers and participation.  Three is The Key!! 
 

If you know someone who might be interested in joining the lodge, share this with them, hand them an appli-

cation and one of the flyers we have that gives great information about our lodge. 
 

Joining the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is an exciting opportunity to become part of nationwide 

community, dedicated to service, charity, and fellowship. 
 

Membership Eligibility: 

To be eligible for membership, you must: 

1. Be at least 21 years of age. 

2. Believe in God. 

3. Be a citizen of the United States who pledges allegiance to and salutes the American flag. 

4. Be of good character.  

 

We are looking forward to a great month in June at the Elks lodge. 

Remember; Three is The Key!! 

 

 

Bill Wood, 

 



Exalted Ruler:  Tricia Brandsness 

  

  We are heading into the summer months, time for camping and trips with family and the  

                         lodge slowing down.  But this year the goal is to keep going with events for our members, 

friends and family.   

 There were some changing inside the lodge room at the end of May with new flooring.  And even new 

flooring in the entry way and around the pool tables.   Speaking about pool tables, we have purchase 8 new 

pool sticks and 2 set of balls.  The reason behind those purchases is that on Saturday night we are seeing the 

pool tables used regularly again!  The dance floor is full  with lesson of Country swing and new line dances.  It 

fills my heart to see a new generation, some our even veterans, fill our lodge.  If you haven’t stopped by to 

check it out, I recommend it.   Supporting our lodge for more than one event is important.   

 We are also lucky to have Preston and Gwen that have been playing at the lodge for over 10 years for 

Friday night dancing.  I am working with other bands such as Red Thunder, The Survivors, and Barn Shakers to 

have a variety of music for everyone.   

 There is talk about bring back Thursday cards nights, maybe movie nights, wine and painting.  But hav-

ing ideas for events is great.  Having member stepping out and coming to the lodge to participate is the most 

important part.  The lodge has been around for over 125 years (next month is our birthday 129) with  ups and 

downs.   And right know we are at a down moment and I would love to see us continue for more years to 

come, but this comes with YOU are members coming to help at events.  Paying dues is a wonderful thing and 

it so greatly appreciated!  But, I am asking you to talk to your friend, family, neighbor and let people know 

about the Elks and the things we help out with in the community - the Misson, the Science Center, Candle  

Lighters, Lane County Diapers,  Boys and Girls Club, Scholarships, and Honor Flight to name a few.  We can no 

longer be quite about the good deeds we do!   

There are a lot of fun things we are able to  do at the lodge, then there is the business side that comes with 

that.  With cost of everything rising we are trying to balance raising the cost on our food and drinks.  Know if 

we have to we will keep it down as much as we can. 

  We are also trying to figure out new menu items to change it up.  In May, I had a conversion with some 

members about the items on the menu and they gave great ideas.  Some of these items would help with food 

cost and would get us away from fried foods.   

 The board is ALWAYS looking for ideas where we can make improvements for YOU the members.   

   I want to encourage You the members to either email, call or even come to a BOD meeting with your ideas! 
 

 Without our members and volunteers we can not do our events or Charity work. 



Lodge Secretary  

 

Calling all Members!  

We would like to create a Eugene 
Elks 357 cookbook! We need recipes 

to get this started.  

If you have a family recipe or just a favorite, 

please send it to the Secretary at Eugen Elks 
Lodge, PO Box 2475, Eugene OR 97402, or email 

to Secretary@elks357.org.  

Proceeds will go to a charity yet to 

be determined.  

 Believing in Elkdom 
 

Being an Elk member is a wonderful thing. We all join for  

different reasons and this is what brings us  

together. 

Many of you have been an Elk for over 20 years or longer and 

through the years have witnessed many changes in Elkdom.  

But one thing that hasn’t 

changed is the belief in helping the community! 

Without you, we are not able to continue the valuable services 

we provide. Paying your dues on time is one way to support the 

lodge. Also, coming to the lodge 

for lunch or dinner and attending our events are other ways you 

can support the lodge. Lastly, if you, your family and friends have 

the ability to help with an event, you would be welcomed . 
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 NOTICE 

 

Members of Eugene Elks Lodge number 357,  

 

You are hereby notified that on the 17th day of June, 2026, a 

meeting will be held in the Lodge room of the Eugene Elks 

Lodge number 357, at which meeting a proposal to reduce the 

Elks Property Plus Program insurance coverage on the property 

of the Lodge from the replacement cost of $80% to $100% will 

be VOTED upon.  To be approved by the Lodge, the proposal 

must be approved by the majority vote of the members present 
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Preston and Gwen’s “Country Flashback Band” invites everyone to a very 

special music event on June 5, beginning at 6:00.  In addition to dancing, 

this night will include an opportunity for individuals and couples to do 

“karaoke with the band.” This will be a chance to bring your own lyrics to 

sing a song since we don’t have karaoke screens. 

  You can bring a guitar, amp, or other instrument you want to play. Mics will be available 

for you to use.   If you just want to sing, we will back you up! This will be so much fun, and we 

will also invite the whole crowd to sing along with songs like “Sweet Caroline,” and “Proud 

Mary.” Events like this, with crowd participation, used to be quite popular and common, and 

we hope this will revive the “jam nights.” 

 Preston and Gwen’s “Country Flashback Band” (with Brian Vessey, drummer, and Jim 

Crabbe, lead guitar) would like to remind everyone that admission to our dances at the Eugene 

Elks Lodge is free. We do not ask the Lodge to pay us, and we sincerely thank everyone for the 

generous tips we receive. We really hope you attend this first audience participation with kara-

oke dance and remember that dinner can be purchased beginning at 5:00. The bar is also open 

at that time. 
 

 

Preston 
 

Schedule for other upcoming dates: 

July 10th - Country Flash Back 

August 7th - Blue Hawaii, wear your Hawaiian gear 

September 4th - Country Flash Back 

October 2nd - 50’s and 60’s Sock Hop (with Root beer floats to purchase) 

November 6th - Country Flash Back 

December 31st - Spark New Years Party  - this is a special event 6-9pm 

                        Red Thunder  
(They play a blend of classic and soft rock from 70s with contemporary arrangements) 

 

June 19th from 6pm to 9pm - No cost  
 

   Dinner will be 5pm to 7pm 
 

 

Come down and have some food and drinks with friends and fellow Elks! 
 

 



The Bingo program remains to be a popular event here at 
the lodge. We continue to have new players stop in and 
try their luck. If you haven’t come to play Bingo yet why 
not try it this month? In fact why not gather a group of 
friends and come on down to share in the fun!   
 

Remember every Tuesday night the lodge doors open at 4:30pm and buy-ins start at 5:00pm. 
The minimum buy-in is $5.00 for one 6-on packet/15 regular games. We accept cash and charge 
cards at buy-in. Early Birds begin at 6:15pm and regular games at 6:30pm.  
 

For your convenience, the kitchen and bar will open at 5:00pm to provide delicious food and 
tasty drinks. The kitchen closes at 7:00pm and the bar closes at 7:30pm. Lastly, at the sales 
table a variety of candies and chips, for $1.00 each.  
We appreciate all of our player’s attendance and hold weekly and monthly attendance drawings. 
Once a month we hold a Player Appreciation Night which this month is scheduled for 6/16.  

So what are you waiting for? Come join us at Bingo where YOU could be the next winner 

 Dancing with Coast2Coast Country Dance and DJ  
 

Doors Open at 5:30 to 11:30pm every Saturday Night 
 

Learn how to Country Swing - Class from 6pm to 7pm 

(you DO NOT need to come with a partner)  
 

Country Swing social 7pm to 8pm 

then a Line dancing  Class 8pm to 8:30pm 

Mixed line and partner social 8:30pm to 11:30pm 
 

If you are an Elk member there is NO Cover  - (Remember to bring your Membership Card) 
 

Non-Members will be charge a $5.00 cover 

Kitchen is open at 5:30pm to 8:30pm 

Bar is 5:30pm to 11:15pm 
 

  Don’t forget we have pool tables, which we just bought New pool sticks and balls! 

Lottery is Open!!!!!!!!!! 
 

 

 

The Oregon Lottery can now be played here at the lodge. We offer (3) Lottery 

machines and Keno and they will be available to play anytime the Lodge is open. For all of our 

players  convenience, an ATM machine will be installed soon. You can be the Lotteries next big 

winner!  



There are  TWO Blood Drives at the 

Lodge this month.   

This is a great way to help out our  

community and fellow Elks! 

Try and donate at one of them.     



Do you know you have a choice for Garbage service??  

Royal Refuse is a family own business since 1977 

Call the Office at 541-688-5622 or  

email Office@royalrefuse.com to find out service! 

Sickness & Distress: 
 
 Sharon is having issues with her foot, but is doing well. 
 

 Ann was in the hospital for surgery but now at home and doing okay. 
 

 Conrad is having heart issues. 
 

 Roster is not doing well. 
 

 Bill W. is having some pain in his leg and not feeling well. 
 

 Sharon went to the dentist and has some bruising from her surgery. 
 

 Patty had the flu and Terry had a cold. 
 

 It is with sad news to report Conna Stevens passed away. 

 
Remember Members, Sickness and Distress is always in order! 
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Dinner Winners 
Do not need to be Present 

4/826 

Raymond Evans 

Jeffery Bard 

4/15/26 

Barbara Miller 

John Camp 

4/22/26 

John Bryant 

William Scott Brodie 

Blue Ticket Membership 
$100.00 

Must be present to win 

4/8/26 

Lynette Boehm Beurmann $100 

Frederic Edwards $100 

4/15/26 

Douglas Clifton $100 

Tommy Keith Carter $100 

Marvin Loy $25 

4/22/26 

Star Marie Darden $100 

Kathleen Louise  $100 

Marie Knemer $25 

June Birthday’s  

Hartwig, Michael J  Weatherby, John L  Wirch, John  

Danielson, Michael F  Love, Michael T  Belmer, Mark A  

Simmons, James A  Withrow, Chuck M  Bales, Scott B  

Klukkert, John B  Person, Rodger D  Sanford, Bobbie  

Magnuson, Conrad O  Collett, James   
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Don’t forget to use your Free meal during the month of your birthday! 

Update to the Blue ticket drawing!   

We will only be drawing one name for a 100.00 at each meeting.  If you are 

not present the lodge will make a $10.00 donation to ENF in your name.  



Have you been looking for something to do on Friday nights? Perhaps, to drop in some place lo-
cal, not too expensive, meals cooked to order, a game of chance, and be surrounded by friendly 
people? Well, read on my friends because you only have to go as far as the Eugene Elk Lodge. 
Dinner is served from 5-7 pm where you can order off the menu or enjoy a special dish. 

Once there, you are greeted and seated by friendly people. After sipping on 
your favorite libations, you see people buying tickets to play the Queen of 
Hearts game. Stephen McKinley announced that the current balance is over 
$500, so you buy a few tickets, fill in your name and card number and put 
them in the box. The winner is drawn at 6:30 pm.  Wouldn’t it be fun to cap 
off your evening by winning! 

If you can’t make it on Friday night, stop by the lodge office Tuesday – Fri-
day, from 10-3:00 pm and Bev, our lodge Secretary, will help you out. Ste-
phen McKinley will be at the lodge on Wednesday and Friday evenings to 
sell tickets. The sales close every Friday at 6:30 pm. All sold tickets are put 
into a drum and the winning ticket is drawn. Come on down and get it a try. 

Craft Fair 

 Hey all crafters! The date for our annual Craft Fair will be on Saturday, November 14th, 2026, from 10 am to 
4 pm. We are looking for people who do any kind of crafts, baked goods, woodwork, and handmade items of 
any kind to participate. Specialty offerings like reading Tarot cards, palms, astrology charts, Henna tattoos, 
affixing hair extensions, running kids games or anything else are also welcome. 

The rental fee for an 8’ table will be $25.00. If you don’t craft or bake we could use 
your help to set up before the event and clean-up afterwards. All Volunteers and 
Crafters need to register for the event. Please complete the registration below and 
return it to the Lodge office as soon as possible. Questions? Please call the lodge office 
at 541/345-8416 and leave a message for Diane McKinley. 

Craft Fair Registration Form must be returned to the lodge by Sat. 10/31/2026 

Vendor Name: _______________________________________________________  

Vendor Cell Tel. No.: _________________________________________________ 

Describe what your offering for sale:_____________________________________ 

No. of tables to rent:_______ X $25.00 per Table = _________ Total amount due $___________. 
Mail your completed registration form, with a check made out to: “Elks Lodge 357”, write “Craft 
Fair" in the memo portion of your check and mail to: Elks Lodge 357, P.O. Box 2475, Eugene, 
OR 97402. Your form and payment can also be hand delivered to the Lodge office during busi-
ness hours. 
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Membership 2026 –2027 

Please return this statement with your payment to:  

Eugene Elks, PO Box 2475, Eugene, Oregon 97402 

Reach out to our secretary for assistance with annual dues at: 541-345-8416 


